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Art Unit: 2617 

The Art Unit location of your application in the USPTO has changed. To aid in 
correlating any papers for this application, all further correspondence regarding this 
application should be directed to Art Unit 2617. 

DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: The "first 
data transfer connection 102" on page 3, lines 24-25 of the disclosure should be "first 
data transfer connection 106" as indicated in figure 1 . Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1,2, 5-15, 21-26, 29-39 and 45-47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over McCann et al EP 1191763 (hereinafter McCann) in view 
of Williamson EP 1107089. 

Regarding claim 1, McCann discloses a method for authenticating a user of a 
data transfer device, comprising: inputting (204) identification data (WLAN identity, see 
fig. 1, col. 3, [0014]) of a subscriber of a mobile communications system (mobile user 
with handset 10, see fig. 1, col. 3, [0017]) to the service access point (service selection 
gateway SSG 5, see fig. 1, col. 3, [0015]); checking (206) from the mobile 
communications system whether the mobile subscriber identification data contains an 
access right to the service access point (see fig. 1 , col. 3, [0016]-[0017]); and, if a valid 
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access right exists, generating (212) a password (PIN, see fig. 1, col. 3, [0017]), 
transmitting (214) the password to a subscriber terminal corresponding to the mobile 
subscriber identification data (see fig. 1 , col. 3, [0017]), and logging in (216) to the 
service access point from the data transfer device using the password transmitted to the 
subscriber terminal (mobile user utilizes the sent PIN for validation of WLAN account, 
see fig. 1,col. 3, [0017]). 

McCann fails to disclose setting up (202) a data transfer connection from 
the data transfer device to a service access point. 

In the same field of endeavor, Williamson discloses setting up (202) a data 
transfer connection from the data transfer device to a service access point (terminal 1 is 
connected to LAN 2, see fig. 1, col. 2, [0013]). 

It would therefore have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine the teaching of Williamson into the system of McCann for the benefit of 
accessing a remote network over the Internet. 

Regarding claim 2, as applied to claim 1 , McCann further discloses wherein the 
mobile subscriber identification data consist of a mobile subscriber international ISDN 
number (user's cellular number, see col. 3, [0014]). 

Regarding claim 5, as applied to claim 1 , McCann further discloses wherein the 
password is transmitted to the subscriber in a packet switched message (see fig. 1 , col. 
3, [0017]). 
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Regarding claim 6, as applied to claim 1 , McCann further discloses wherein the 
password is transmitted to the subscriber terminal in a short message (see fig. 1 , col. 3, 
[0017]). 

Regarding claim 7, as applied to claim 1, McCann, as modified by Williamson 
discloses the claimed invention. 

McCann fails to disclose wherein the data transfer connection between the 
data transfer device and the service access point is a radio link. 

Williamson, however, further discloses wherein the data transfer 
connection between the data transfer device and the service access point is a radio link 
(see fig. 1,col. 2, [0013]). 

It would therefore have been obvious to further modify McCann using 
Williamson's invention for the purpose of accessing a network over the Internet. 

Regarding claim 8, as applied to claim 7, McCann, as modified by Williamson 
discloses the claimed invention. 

McCann fails to disclose wherein the radio link is implemented using a 
wireless local area network. 

Williamson, however, further discloses wherein the radio link is 
implemented using a wireless local area network (see fig. 1, col. 2, [0013]). 

It would therefore have been obvious to further modify McCann using 
Williamson's invention for the purpose of accessing a network over the Internet. 

Regarding claim 9, as applied to claim 7, McCann, as modified by Williamson 
discloses the claimed invention. 
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McCann fails to disclose wherein the radio link is implemented using a 
short-range transceiver. 

Williamson, however, further discloses wherein the radio link is 
implemented using a short-range transceiver (inherent, since it is well known that a 
connection between a service access point and a data transfer device such as a laptop 
or PDA can be connected by any communication means such as IR, Bluetooth or any 
wired means such as coaxial or fiber-optic cable as desired, see fig. 1 , col. 2, [0013]). 

It would therefore have been obvious to further modify McCann using 
Williamson's invention for the purpose of accessing a network over the Internet. 

Regarding claim 10, as applied to claim 1, McCann, as modified by 
Williamson discloses the claimed invention. 

McCann fails to disclose wherein the data transfer connection between the 
data transfer device and the service access point is wired. 

Williamson, however, further discloses wherein the data transfer 
connection between the data transfer device and the service access point is wired 
(inherent, since it is well known that a connection between a service access point and a 
data transfer device such as a laptop or PDA can be connected by any communication 
means such as IR, Bluetooth or any wired means such as coaxial or fiber-optic cable as 
desired, see fig. 1, col. 2, [0013]). 

It would therefore have been obvious to further modify McCann using 
Williamson's invention for the purpose of accessing a network over the Internet. 

Regarding claim 11, as applied to claim 1, McCann further discloses wherein the 
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method further comprises; billing for the data transfer connection between the data 
transfer device and the service access point in a bill directed to the identification data of 
the mobile subscriber (see fig. 1, col. 3, [0017]). 

Regarding claim 12, as applied to claim 1, McCann, as modified by Williamson 
discloses the claimed invention. 

Williamson further discloses wherein the data transfer connection initially 
set up between the data transfer device and the service access point is maintained until 
login (see fig. 1, col. 2, [0013]-[0014], col. 3, [[0014]-[0015]). 

It would therefore have been obvious to further modify McCann using 
Williamson's invention for the purpose of accessing a network over the Internet. 

Regarding claim 13, as applied to claim 1 , McCann, as modified by Williamson 
discloses the claimed invention. 

Williamson further discloses transmitting a second password from the 
service access point to the data transfer device over a data transfer connection, the 
second password being also used in connection with login (see fig. 1, col. [0016>]- 
[0016]). 

It would therefore have been obvious to further modify McCann using 
Williamson's invention for the purpose of accessing a network over the Internet. 

Regarding claim 14, as applied to claim 1 , McCann, as modified by Williamson 
discloses the claimed invention. 

Williamson further discloses transmitting a confirmation identifier from the 
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service access point to the data transfer device over a data transfer connection and 
transmitting the same confirmation identifier to the subscriber terminal together with the 
password, the password being only used if the received confirmation identifiers are the 
same (see fig. 1, col. [0015]-[0016]). 

It would therefore have been obvious to further modify McCann using 
Williamson's invention for the purpose of accessing a network over the Internet. 

Regarding claim 15, as applied to claim 1, McCann further discloses wherein the 
data transfer connection between the data transfer device and the service access point 
is set up when the subscriber terminal is roaming (inherent, since the presence of a 
home AAA 8 and a local visitor AAA 6 indicates that the mobile user with handset 10 is 
roaming between a home mobile network and a visitor mobile network, see fig. 1 , col. 3, 
[0016]-[0017]). 

Regarding claim 21, as applied to claim 1, McCann further discloses using the 
mobile subscriber identification data as a user ID in connection with login (see fig. 1 , col. 
3, [0013]-[0014], [0026]). 

Regarding claim 22, as applied to claim 1, McCann further discloses transmitting 
a user ID to the subscriber terminal corresponding to the mobile subscriber identification 
data and using the transmitted user ID in connection with login (see fig. 1, col. 3, [0013]- 
[0014], [0026]). 

Regarding claim23, as applied to claim McCann, as modified by Williamson 
discloses the claimed invention. 
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McCann fails to disclose transmitting a user ID to the data transfer device 
over a data transfer connection and using the transmitted user ID in connection with 
login. 

Williamson, however, further discloses transmitting a user ID to the data 
transfer device over a data transfer connection and using the transmitted user ID in 
connection with login (see fig. 1, col. 3, [0016]). 

It would therefore have been obvious to further modify McCann using 
Williamson's invention for the purpose of accessing a network over the Internet. 

Regarding claim 24, McCann discloses a system for authenticating a user of a 
data transfer device, comprising: a service access point (service selection gateway SSG 
5, see fig. 1, col. 3, [0015]), and an authentication server linked to the service access 
point (110) over a second data transfer connection (visitor AAA unit 6, see fig. 1 , col. 3, 
[0016]); transmitting the mobile subscriber identification data (WLAN identity, see fig. 1, 
col. 3, [0014]) to the authentication server (1 14) over the second data transfer 
connection (see fig. 1, col. 3, [0016]); the authentication server (114) is configured to 
check from the mobile communications system (134) over a third data transfer 
connection whether the mobile subscriber identification data contains an access right to 
the service access point (see fig. 1, col. 3, [0016]-[0017]) and, if a valid access right 
exists, to generate a password (PIN, see fig. 1, col. 3, [0017]) and transmit the 
password to a subscriber terminal (102) corresponding to the identification data of the 
subscriber of the mobile communications system (mobile user with handset 10, see fig. 
1, col. 3, [0017]). 
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McCann fails to disclose a data transfer device (100), a service access 
point (110) that can be linked to the data transfer device (100) over a first data transfer 
connection (102), wherein the service access point (110) is configured to receive over 
the first data transmission connection (106) identification data of a subscriber of a 
mobile communications system inputted from the data transfer device (100) and 
wherein the data transfer device (100) is configured to use the password transmitted to 
the subscriber terminal (102) in connection with login to the service access point (110). 

In the same field of endeavor, Williamson discloses a data transfer device 
(terminal 1, see fig. 1 , col. 2, [0013]), a service access point (LAN 2, see fig. 1, col. 2, 
[0013]) that can be linked to the data transfer device (100) over a first data transfer 
connection (see fig. 1, col. 2, [0013]), and wherein the service access point (110) is 
configured to receive over the first data transmission connection (106) identification data 
of a subscriber of a mobile communications system inputted from the data transfer 
device (user enters security PIN data at terminal 1 , see fig. 1 , col. 3, [001 6]), and 
wherein the data transfer device (100) is configured to use the password transmitted to 
the subscriber terminal (102) in connection with login to the service access point (see 
fig. 1, col. 3, [0015]-[0017]). 

It would therefore have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine the teaching of Williamson into the system of McCann for the benefit of 
accessing a remote over the Internet. 
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Regarding claim 25, as applied to claim 24, McCann further discloses wherein 
the identification data of the subscriber of the mobile communications system consist of 
the mobile subscriber international ISDN (user's cellular number, see col. 3, [0014]). 

Regarding claim 26, as applied to claim 24, McCann further discloses wherein 
the authentication server is an AAA server (home AAA 8 and visiting AAA 6, see fig. 1 , 
col. 3, [0016]-[0017]). 

Regarding claim 29, as applied to claim 24, McCann further discloses wherein 
the authentication server is configured to transmit the password to the subscriber 
terminal in a packet-switched message (see fig. 1, col. 3, [0017]). 

Regarding claim 30, as applied to claim 24, McCann further discloses wherein 
the authentication server is configured to transmit the password to the subscriber 
terminal in a short message (see fig. 1, col. 3, [0017]). 

Regarding claim 31, as applied to claim 24, McCann, as modified by Williamson 
discloses the claimed invention. 

McCann fails to disclose wherein the first data transfer connection 
between the data transfer device and the service access point is a radio link. 

Williamson, however, further discloses wherein the data transfer 
connection between the data transfer device and the service access point is a radio link 
(see fig. 1, col. 2, [0013]). 

It would therefore have been obvious to further modify McCann 
using Williamson's invention for the purpose of accessing a network over the Internet. 
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Regarding claim 32, as applied to claim 31, McCann, as modified by Williamson 
discloses the claimed invention. 

McCann fails to disclose wherein the service access network is configured 
to implement the radio link using a wireless local area network. 

Williamson, however, further discloses wherein the service access 
network is configured to implement the radio link using a wireless local area network, 
(see fig. 1, col. 2, [0013]). 

It would therefore have been obvious to further modify McCann using 
Williamson's invention for the purpose of accessing a network over the Internet. 

Regarding claim 33, as applied to claim 31, McCann, as modified by Williamson 
discloses the claimed invention. 

McCann fails to disclose wherein the service access point comprises a 
short-range transceiver for implementing the radio link. 

Williamson, however, further discloses wherein the service access point 
comprises a short-range transceiver for implementing the radio link (inherent, since it is 
well known that a connection between a service access point and a data transfer device 
such as a laptop or PDA can be connected by any communication means such as IR, 
Bluetooth or any wired means such as coaxial or fiber-optic cable as desired, see fig. 1 , 
col. 2, [0013]). 

It would therefore have been obvious to further modify McCann using 
Williamson's invention for the purpose of accessing a network over the Internet. 
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Regarding claim 34, as applied to claim 24, McCann, as modified by Williamson 
discloses the claimed invention. 

McCann fails to disclose wherein the first data transfer connection is 

wired. 

Williamson, however, further discloses wherein the first data transfer 
connection is wired (inherent, since it is well known that a connection between a service 
access point and a data transfer device such as a laptop or PDA can be connected by 
any communication means such as IR, Bluetooth or any wired means such as coaxial or 
fiber-optic cable as desired, see fig. 1, col. 2, [0013]). 

It would therefore have been obvious to further modify McCann using 
Williamson's invention for the purpose of accessing a network over the Internet. 

Regarding claim 35, as applied to claim 24, McCann further discloses wherein 
the system further comprises an accounting server (home AAA 8 and visiting AAA 6, 
see fig. 1, col. 3, [0016]-[0017]), which is configured to generate the billing data relating 
to the first data transfer connection (106) and to transfer the data to the mobile 
communications system (134), in which the billing data are formed into a bill associated 
with the identification data of the subscriber of the mobile communications system (see 
fig. 1, col. 3, [0017]). 

Regarding claim 36, as applied to claim 34, McCann, as modified by Williamson 
discloses the claimed invention. 

Williamson further discloses wherein the service access point is 
configured to maintain the data transfer connection initially set up between the data 
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transfer device and the service access point is maintained until login (see fig. 1 , col. 2, 
[0013]-[0014], col. 3, [[0014]-[0015]). 

It would therefore have been obvious to further modify McCann using 
Williamson's invention for the purpose of accessing a network over the Internet. 

Regarding claim 37, as applied to claim 24, McCann, as modified by Williamson 
discloses the claimed invention. 

Williamson further discloses wherein the authentication server is 
configured to transmit a second password from the service access point to the data 
transfer device over a data transfer connection, the 

second password being also used in connection with login (see fig. 1, col. [0015]- 
[0016]). 

It would therefore have been obvious to further modify McCann using 
Williamson's invention for the purpose of accessing a network over the Internet. 

Regarding claim 38, as applied to claim 24, McCann, as modified by Williamson 
discloses the claimed invention. 

Williamson further discloses wherein the authentication server is 
configured to transmit a confirmation identifier from the service access point to the data 
transfer device over a data transfer connection and transmitting the same confirmation 
identifier to the subscriber terminal together with the password, the password being only 
used if the received confirmation identifiers are the same (see fig. 1, col. [0015]-[0016]). 

It would therefore have been obvious to further modify McCann 
using Williamson's invention for the purpose of accessing a network over the Internet. 
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Regarding claim 39, as applied to claim 24, McCann further discloses wherein 
the first data transfer connection between the data transfer device and the service 
access point is set up when the subscriber terminal is roaming (inherent, since the 
presence of a home AAA 8 and a local visitor AAA 6 indicates that the mobile user with 
handset 10 is roaming between a home mobile network and a visitor mobile network, 
see fig. 1, col. 3, [0016]-[0017]). 

Regarding claim 45, as applied to claim 24, McCann further discloses wherein 
the data transfer device is configured to use the subscriber identification data as the 
password to log in to the service access point (see fig. 1, col. 3, [0013]-[0014], [0026]). 

Regarding claim 46, as applied to claim 24, McCann further discloses wherein 
the authentication server is configured to transmit a user ID to the subscriber of the 
mobile communications system and the data transfer device is configured to use the 
user ID transmitted to the subscriber terminal in connection with login to the service 
access point (see fig. 1, col. 3, [0013]-[0014], [0026]). 

Regarding claim 47, as applied 24, McCann further discloses the authentication 
server (114) is configured to transmit the user ID via the service access point (1 10) to 
the data transfer device (100) over the first data transfer connection (106) and the data 
transfer device (100) is configured to use the user ID transmitted to the data transfer 
device (100) in connection with login to the service access point (see fig. 1, col. 3, 
[0013]-[0014], [0026]). 

4. Claim 3, 4, 20, 27, 28 and 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over McCann et al EP 1 1 91 763 (hereinafter McCann) in view of 



Application/Control Number: 10/511,105 Page 15 

Art Unit: 2617 

Williamson EP 1107089 as applied to claims 1 and 24 above, and further in view of 
Lantto et al 5,537,457 (hereinafter Lantto). 

Regarding claim 3, as applied to claim 1, McCann, as modified by Williamson 
discloses the claimed invention except that in connection with the check, a query is sent 
to the home location register of the mobile communications system. 

In the same field of endeavor, Lantto teaches wherein a query is sent to 
the home location register of the mobile communication system (see fig. 1, col. 3, lines 
36-56 and col. 4, lines 52-67). 

It would therefore have been obvious tone of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine the teaching of Lantto into the system of McCann and Williamson for the 
benefit of handling a call in a telephone system that operates without temporary 
allocated roaming numbers. 

Regarding clam 4, as applied to claim 3, the combination of McCann, Williamson 
and Lantto disclose the claimed invention. 

McCann and Williamson fail to disclose wherein the mobile subscriber 
identification data consist of the mobile subscriber international ISDN number, and with 
the query first the home location register of the mobile communications system is 
searched for the international mobile subscriber identity (IMSI) corresponding to the 
mobile subscriber international ISDN number and then with the international mobile 
subscriber identity the home location register of the mobile communications system is 
searched for the related subscriber data, where the access right is defined. 
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Lantto, however, further discloses wherein the mobile subscriber 
identification data consist of the mobile subscriber international ISDN number (directory 
number MSN, see col. 5, lines 14-20), and with the query first the home location register 
of the mobile communications system is searched for the international mobile 
subscriber identity (IMSI) corresponding to the mobile subscriber international ISDN 
number and then with the international mobile subscriber identity the home location 
register of the mobile communications system is searched for the related subscriber 
data, where the access right is defined (see fig. 1, col. 3, lines 36-56 and col. 4, lines 
52-67). 

It would therefore have been obvious tone of ordinary skill in the art to 
further modify the combination of McCann, Williamson and Lantto for the benefit of 
handling a call in a telephone system that operates without temporary allocated roaming 
numbers. 

Regarding claim 27, as applied to claim 24, McCann, as modified by Williamson 
discloses the claimed invention except in that for checking the access right to the 
service access point (110), the authentication server (114) is configured to transmit a 
query to the home location register (130) of the mobile communications system (134). 

In the same field of endeavor, Lantto teaches wherein in that for checking 
the access right to the service access point (110), the authentication server (1 14) is 
configured to transmit a query to the home location register (130) of the mobile 
communications system (134) (see fig. 1, col. 3, lines 36-56 and col. 4, lines 52-67). 
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It would therefore have been obvious tone of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine the teaching of Lantto into the system of McCann and Williamson for the 
benefit of handling a call in a telephone system that operates without temporary 
allocated roaming numbers. 

Regarding clam 28, as applied to claim 27, the combination of McCann, 
Williamson and Lantto disclose the claimed invention. 

McCann and Williamson fail to disclose the identification data of the 
subscriber of the mobile communications system (134) consist of the mobile subscriber 
international ISDN number, and the authentication server (1 14) is configured to submit 
the query to first search the home location register (130) of the mobile 'communications 
system (1M) for the international mobile subscriber identity corresponding to the mobile 
subscriber international ISDN number and then use the international mobile subscriber 
identity to search the home location register (130) of the mobile communications system 
(134) for the related subscriber data, where the access right is defined. 

Lantto, however, further discloses wherein the identification data of the 
subscriber of the mobile communications system (134) consist of the mobile subscriber 
international ISDN number (directory number MSN, see col. 5, lines 14-20), and the 
authentication server (1 14) is configured to submit the query to first search the home 
location register (130) of the mobile 'communications system (1M) for the international 
mobile subscriber identity corresponding to the mobile 

subscriber international ISDN number and then use the international mobile subscriber 
identity to search the home location register (130) of the mobile communications system 
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(134) for the related subscriber data, where the access right is defined (see fig. 1, col. 3, 
lines 36-56 and col. 4, lines 52-67). 

It would therefore have been obvious tone of ordinary skill in the art to 
further modify the combination of McCann, Williamson and Lantto for the benefit of 
handling a call in a telephone system that operates without temporary allocated roaming 
numbers. 

Regarding claims 20 and 44, as applied to claims 16 and 40, McCann, as 
modified by the Williamson discloses the claimed invention except wherein in order to 
check whether the predetermined criterion is met, a periodic query is made to the home 
location register of the mobile subscriber's home mobile communications system. 

Williamson, however, further discloses wherein in order to check whether 
the predetermined criterion is met, a periodic query is made to the home location 
register of the mobile subscriber's home mobile communications system (see fig. 1, col. 
3, lines 36-56 and col. 4, lines 52-67). 

It would therefore have been obvious tone of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine the teaching of Lantto into the system of McCann and Williamson for the 
benefit of handling a call in a telephone system that operates without temporary 
allocated roaming numbers. 

OFFICIAL NOTICE 

5. Regarding claims 16 and 40, as applied to claims 15 and 24, McCann, as 
modified by Williamson discloses the claimed limitations, but fails to explicitly teach 
wherein the visited mobile communications system (126) is configured to inform the 
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subscriber terminal (102) that if the roaming by the subscriber terminal (102) in the 
visited mobile communications system (126) fulfils a predetermined criterion, the data 
transfer connection (106) from the data transfer device (100) to the service access point 
(110) is provided at a lower charge than usual, and the authentication server (1 14) is 
configured to implement the data transfer connection (106) from the data transfer device 
(100) to the service access point (110) at a lower charge than usual if the 
predetermined criterion is met. 

However, Examiner takes official notice that is well known to have a AAA 
server charge a mobile subscriber at a reduced rate based on predetermined criteria 
such as such as the mobile communications network provider, time of day, day of the 
week or a visited mobile communication network service area into which a subscriber 
has roamed. 

It would therefore have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
configure the visited mobile communications system to inform the subscriber terminal 
that if the roaming by the subscriber terminal in the visited mobile communications 
system fulfils a predetermined criterion, the data transfer connection from the data 
transfer device to the service access point is provided at a lower charge than usual, and 
the authentication server is configured to implement the data transfer connection from 
the data transfer device to the service access point at a lower charge than usual if the 
predetermined criterion is met since the Examiner takes official notice that the 
implementation as described above is conventional and well known. 



Application/Control Number: 10/511,105 Page 20 

Art Unit: 2617 

Regarding claims 17-19 and 41-43, as applied to claims 15 and 24, McCann, as 
modified by Williamson discloses the claimed limitations, but fails to explicitly teach 
wherein receiving at the visited mobile communications system information from the 
subscriber terminal indicating that a lower charge data transfer connection to the 
service access point is preferred, receiving at the authentication server information from 
the visited mobile communications system indicating that the data transfer device of the 
user of the subscriber terminal will be provided with a lower charge data transfer 
connection to the service access point, and wherein in that check whether the 
predetermined criterion is met, a periodic query is made to the home location register of 
the mobile subscriber's home mobile communications system. 

However, Examiner takes official notice that is well known to receive at the 
visited mobile communications system information from the subscriber terminal 
indicating that a lower charge data transfer connection to the service access point is 
preferred, receiving at the authentication server information from the visited mobile 
communications system indicating that the data transfer device of the user of the 
subscriber terminal will be provided with a lower charge data transfer connection to the 
service access point, and wherein in that check whether the predetermined criterion is 
met, a periodic query is made to the home location register of the mobile subscriber's 
home mobile communications system, in order that a mobile terminal may be indicate, 
based on the to time of day, day of the week or a visited mobile communication network 
service area into which a subscriber has roamed, the amount the mobile subscriber is 
charged. 
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It would therefore have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
receive at the visited mobile communications system information from the subscriber 
terminal indicating that a lower charge data transfer connection to the service access 
point is preferred, receiving at the authentication server information from the visited 
mobile communications system indicating that the data transfer device of the user of the 
subscriber terminal will be provided with a lower charge data transfer connection to the 
service access point, and wherein in that check whether the predetermined criterion is 
met, a periodic query is made to the home location register of the mobile subscribers 
home mobile communications system since the Examiner takes official notice that the 
implementation as described above is conventional and well known. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Salminen 6,463,286 discloses a method, exchange telecommunication system 
and mobile station for temporary selective national roaming at predetermined network 
operation conditions in a mobile radio communication system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Olumide T. Ajibade-Akonai whose telephone number is 
571-272-6496. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8.30p-5p. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marsha D. Banks-Harold can be reached on 571-272-7905. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




